LANGUAGE / COMMUNICATION  DICHOTOMY
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D

oing linguistics, we focus on the structure and the laws of language. Communication presupposes the knowledge of language rules AND the ability to choose language appropriate to a particular situation. Widdowson (1978), draws dichotomy between language system (science) and communication (everyday experience). He analyses the following pairs of contrasting conceptions:

· Usage – use. Usage refers to the way the words are used to construct correct sentences, i.e. to the language system; use, to the way we use our knowledge and skills to convey a message.
· Signification – value. Signification is direct, decontextualized meaning of a sentence; value is the contextual meaning of a sentence/utterance which is produced in order to get the desired result.

· Correctness – appropriacy. Correctness means making up sentences according to grammar rules; appropriacy, choosing language forms that are appropriate to a given situation.

· Sentence – utterance. Sentence is a syntactic unit associated with the theory of grammar; utterance is oral version of sentence; its meaning is context-dependent. Utterance does not have to be grammatically correct.  Some of its elements may be presented through non-verbal means such as prosody, body language, etc. Utterance is aimed at communicating the speaker’s message and at achieving a particular result rather than at constructing grammatically correct sentences.

· Proposition – illocutionary act. Proposition is the part of sentence meaning which does not depend on such factors as situational context or the speaker’s intention. Proposition is has the form of statement. It is judged in terms of truth or falsehood. For example, the propositional meaning of It’s raining is the description of certain weather conditions; this proposition may be true (if it is really raining) or false (if it is not raining outside). Illocutionary act is an utterance which is regarded as a performed speech act. What matters with illocutionary acts is the speaker’s intended meaning. For example, depending on the situation, we may interpret It’s raining in different ways: advising – Take an umbrella, suggesting – Let’s stay at home, expressing annoyance  –  Oh, no!, etc. 
· Cohesion – coherence. Cohesion is using linguistic forms which indicate the connection between elements in a text/discourse (for example, conjunctions and, but, because, unless, etc.; adverbs when, though, yet, furthermore, etc.; phrases like on the one hand / on the other hand, in addition, more than that, that is why, etc.; pronouns he/she, they, it, etc. which refer to the previously used nouns; substitutions like one for nouns, do for verbs, that man, he for a person previously mentioned in the text; repetitions; hyponyms and hyperonyms such as dog – pet – animal, etc.; comparison, and others). Coherence is logical organization of text/discourse; coherent speech/piece of writing is clear and easy to understand.
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 Check Your Understanding
Questions
1. What is dichotomy?
2. Can we say that language and communication are the two opposites? Can we call them complete opposites?

3. What is decontextualized meaning of a sentence?

4. What is appropriacy of expression?

5. What is the basic distinction between sentence and utterance?

6. How does proposition differ from illocutionary act?

7. Which of the two, cohesion or coherence, is a property of text/discourse? Which of the two highlights this property? 
8. In your opinion, which of the conceptions discussed above is (are) the most difficult to comprehend?

Tasks
1. Draw up a table to present the information provided in this section. 
2. Discuss whether the following statements are correct:

If a sentence is grammatically correct, we speak of usage; for example, 
· The Scout Law and Promise embody the joint values of the Scouting movement worldwide, and bind all Scouting associations together. (129)
If the emphasis is made on specific strategies used by the speaker/writer, we call it use; for example,

· Really Sleep Beside Your Computer Every Night? Instead of a gun, you next with computer. Is it a Mac or PC. Windows or Linux. (127)

3. Analyse the signification / value aspect of the following utterances (you will have to look though the texts in which they are used):

· Young people resemble ‘...marshmallows (…)’. (125)

· As long as humans are not stupid and create a machine that can overwhelm them, we should be safe from being enslaved. And since humans are stupid, we are doomed. (127)

· Last year, Ashley Judd made waves by calling out hip-hop's “rape culture”, (…). (130)

· (Hello TeamGhostshell!) (133)

4. Read the introduction to the Sample Unit YOUTH, WITH SWIFT FEET… (125). Pay attention to Don Mills’ web address and to his list of 41 problems with young people. Are the expressions he uses grammatically correct? Are they appropriate to the context of his site?
5. Analyse the following utterances from the point of view of the author’s intended meaning (in order to do it, you may want to look through the texts, in which they are used):

· Hacking feels like being a small child in a massive toy store where everything is free — completely unstoppable. It was like getting to the top of some massive hill — an achievement unlocked every time a door opened. (132)
· I imagine every single freedom fighter, crusader and other such type has said the same thing, (132)

· Almost a whole year of letting everything around me fall apart, but hey, we were changing the world, at least we thought we were at the time. (133)

6. Analyse the propositional meaning and the illocutionary force (speaker’s intended meaning) of the following expressions (again, you will have to look at them in the context of the essay):

· … (if they’re lucky!) (140);
· To them, listening to that Mahler symphony is about as exciting as reading the Constitution. Interesting? I suppose. Information-packed? You bet. Exciting? Not on your life. (140)
7. Look for cohesive devices in the text GHANA SCOUTS HELP CURB ELECTION VIOLENCE AND PROMOTE PEACE (129). Can we say that it is cohesive devices that make this text informative but not very interesting?
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